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PARTIES GIVE LAST-MINUTE PUSH AS CAMPAIGNING ENDS

LUCKNOW: Campaigning for the
fifth phase of polling ended on
Saturday in the state capital with
political parties making efforts
toreach out to voters.

In the fifth phase of polling on
Sunday voting will take place in
14 Lok Sabha constituencies,
including Lucknow.

Political parties reached out to
voters in door-to-door cam-
paigning. Due to extensive heat
in the afternoon, campaigning
was subdued which again picked
up in the evening.

In the state capital, 10 candi-
datesarein the fray. Prominent
among them are defence minis-
ter Rajnath Singh of the BJP who
is seeking re-election for the
third consecutive time.

Ravidas Mehrotra of the Sam-
ajwadi Party and Mohammad
Sarwar Malik of the BSP are the

other two prominent candidates
in the poll battle.

BJP workers outperformed in
reaching out to voters by door-
to-door campaigning followed
by the Samajwadi Party and the
BSP.

BJP launched a campaigning
blitzkrieg in the state capital for
its candidate. Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath and Rajnath Singh
addressed several joint rallies,
including those in the busy Ami-
nabad market, Munshipulia,
Shringar Nagar in Alambagh.

Several ‘prabudh nagrik’
events were also organised by
the BJP.

BJP corporators and party
workers reached out to voters
across the city on the last day of
the campaign on Saturday.

Samajwadi Party chief Akh-
ilesh Yadav gave a much-needed

push to the party candidate Ravi-
das Mehrotra by leading a road-
show on May 17.

Ravidas also reached out to
voters in old city areas along
with the party’s corporators. The
SP candidate focused on old city
areas where the party has con-
siderable support.

BSP candidate Mohammad
Sarwar Malik also took out a
roadshow and reached out to
voters by carrying out door-to-
door campaigns.

On the last day of the cam-
paign, the BSP candidate also
remained focused on his core
constituents in old parts of the
city. In this predominantly
urban constituency, more than
21.80 lakh voters will decide the
fate of 10 candidates. BJP has
won the seat eight times in arow
since 1991, HT
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f CANVASSING FOR 5TH
PHASE VOTING ENDS ]

LS CANDIDATES IN
MOHANLALGAN)J
GO ALLOUTON
LAST DAY OF
CAMPAIGN

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : In predominantly
rural Mohanlalganj Lok Sabha
(reserved) constituency, all
eleven candidates in the fray
went at full throttle to reach out
to public seeking their votes and
support on the last day of cam-
paigning on Saturday for fifth
phase of Lok Sabha polls sched-
uled for Monday (May 20).

Meanwhile, supporters of
these candidates approached
people during door-to-door cam-
paign in rural areas. Three con-
tenders in Mohanlalganj are
two-time sitting MP and Bharat-
iva Janata Party (BJP) candidate
Kaushal Kishore, INDIA bloc
candidate of Samajwadi Party
(SP) RK Chaudhary and Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) pick Rajesh
Kumar.

BJP candidate Kaushal Kis-
hore, who s seeking a third term
in row from the seat, attended as
many as five "nukkad sabhas”
and public meetings in Sarojini
Nagar and BKT assembly seg-
ments. Local BJP MLAs Rajesh-
war Singh and Yogesh Shukla
from Sarojini Nagar and BKT
assemblies respectively sought
votes and support for Kaushal
Kishore holding early morning
nukkad sabhas and late-night
meetings.Kishore thereafter
visited four villages of his native
assembly segment Malihabad
from where his wife Jai Devi is
the sitting MLA. “We mainly
tried to woo voters of urban and
upper caste voters (16.6%)
including Brahmins (8.3%),
Kshatriyas (7.3%) and Kayasthas
(1%) as well as rural voters of
other backward castes like Lodh
(5.3%), Kurmi (3.1%) Gadariya,
Kachi and Kahar (2.2%) and
other castes (8.9%). Besides, we
foeused on Pasi voters who dom-
inate the constituency with
around 21 percent share,” said
one BIP supporter Ankit Maurya
who accompanied Kishore,

RK Chaudhary mainly
focused on farmers and Dalit
communities of Mohanlalganj
and Siddhauli assembly seg-
ments which according to his
supporters remained untouched
by his main opponent Kaushal

Kishore
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Purvanchal e-way and the road to poll victory

Rajesh Kumar Singh

Ietters@hingustantimas com

LUCKNOW: In the shifting sands of
Indian politics, one political
maxim has held true for decades -
that the road to power in Delhi
passes through Lucknow. And if
there is one road that embodies
this trend, it is the 341-kilometre
long Purvanchal Expressway that
shices through the political battle-
ground of castem Uttar Pradesh,
‘with its 27 Lok Sabha seats.
Openedon November 16, 2021,
the gleaming six-lane highway
from Lucknow to Ghazipur runs
through regions of influence ofall
four major parties—the Bharatiya
Janata Party (Lucknow), the Can-
gress (Amethi), the Samajwadi
‘Party (Azamgarh) and the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party (Ambedkar
Nagar). The expressway is also at
the centre of a legacy tussle - RIP
leaders say the ¥22.494 crore
‘projectisa symbol ol development

porting politicians zip past Chand
Sarai village in Lucknow's Gosain-
ganj area, once a sullen village of
farmers and fields of paddy and
vegetables about six years ago,

Today. itis an urban hub with
‘multi-storeyed buildings, markets,
hospitals, officesand commercial
centres on both sides of the road,

Sudhir Sharma, who runs a
medicine store on Gosainganj-
Chand Sarai Road said: “A desclate
area has been turned into an
urban hubover the last six years.™

Mohanlalganj, a erVEd Lnk
Sabha seat that

he i i ipur was
urban and rtrmtamofl.uclmw inaugurated on November 16, 2021. NARENDRA MODI-X.
district, is witnessing three<cor-

nered contest among sitting BIP  has led to a surge in Stop 2 {90km)
MP and Union minister Kaushal ~ businessavenues and Amethi

Kishore, who is seeking a third
term, the INDIA bloccandidate of
SP RK Chaudhary, and BSP nomi-
nee Rajesh Kumar. Itis set o goto
polls in the Afth pha\e of general
elections on M:

Adjacent to Muhanlalgam the

under ehiel minister Yogi Aditya-  Lucknow Lok Sabha constituency
nath, but SP leaders say the eredit s a BJP bustlon once held by
hould i r formerPr ‘Atal Bihari

ilesh Yadav, in whose tenure the
road was conceived in 2016,
With the political focus now
shifting to the fifth, sixth and sev-
enth phases when castern UP will
010 the polls, itis this region -
and itsmany enmeshed narratives
of development, welfare schemes
and inflation - that might hold the
key to who will win India’s most-
populous provinee, and by exten-

Vajpayee for five terms between
1991 and 2004. Defence minister
Rajnath Singh won the seat in 2014
and 2019, and is now vying for a
third term. He is pitted against SP
candidate Ravidas Mehrotra and
BSP nominee Sarwar Malik.

The BIP is seeking votes on the
performance of the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre and the Yogi
regime in Uttar Pradesh, as well

jobopportunities.
130 km along the
expressway, one
enters another BIP
stronghold — Sultan-
pur - where sitting
BIP MP and former
Union Minister Man-
eka Gandhi is pitted
against SP candidate Ram Bhuwal
Nishad and the BSP's Uday Raj
Verma. In 2019, Maneka Gandhi
defeated the BSP's Chandra Bha-
dra Singh by 14,000 votes. The seat
will go to polls in the sixth phase
on May 25.
Maneka Gandhi said that she
was notin favour of big industrics
in an agrarian area. “My focus is
on the development of the agricul-
ture research centre to promote
. onin

sion, power at th.- Centre. To
HT

drove down the Purvanchal
FExpressway, making four stops on
theway.

Stop 1(starting point)
Chand Sarai

said BJP leader Praveen Garg.
Mehrotra is highlighting the

development of the district when

the SPwasin power lmm 201210

2017. ing the caste

the district. It will increase the
income of the farmers,” she said.
SP's Nishad is depending on
caste equations to win the seat,

focussing on I’D.‘\“ formula of
Dalit:

census issueand our struggle 10
" he sai

ThePur
from Mohanlalganj, which is rep-
resented by BJP MP and Union

protect the
A resident of Arjungam.
Mukund Kumar Verma, said the

minister Kishore, whois
pitted against the SP's RK Chaud-
‘haryand the BSP's Rajesh Kumar
aka Manoi Pradhan. SUVs trans-

Froads,
and expressway has improved
connectivity of central UP with
eastern and western res d

and alpsankhyal (minorities).

Sultanpur clectsa newMP cach
election, with only one exception -
the BIP's Debendra Bahadur Rai
who won the seat in 1996 and 1958,
“It remains to be seen whether
Maneka will repeat Rai's feat,”said
Ishwar Chand.a

WATCH

The dilemma of Ame-
thi — which held its
breath for weeks to
seeifthe Gandhis will
take the poll plunge
from their erstwhile

bastion, only to see
the party field trusted
lieutenant KL
Sharma take on Union minister
Smriti Irani - is exemplified by

Jagdishpur.
The hamlet of 90,000 people
‘wasaCol stronghold and the

party won the local assembly scat
nine times, In 2017, the BJP won
for the first time and Irani tri-
umphed in 2019. “This time, the
people of Amethi have an emo-
tional attachment with the Gan-
dhis. Even though the Gandhisane
not in thefray in Amethi, Sharma
‘will givea tough fight to the BJP,”
said Lalta Prasad, a resident.
Amethi votes on May 20.

Prajapati -is the main issue. The
other three assembly segments are
anyway held bythe RIP. “The BJP
managed to win the supportof the
three- term SP MLA who has a
strong support base in the area.
Singh's support to Smriti Irani will
dent the SP-Congress vote base,”
said Ajit Mishra who runs an auto-
mobilespare parts shop.

Lokesh Verma, who runs a sta-
tionery shop in Amethi, said SP
MLA Maharaji Prajapati’s support
to the BIPisa shot in the arm for
the ruling party. The MLA's hus-
band, former UPminister Gayatri
Prajapati. is in fail. but the family
enjoys the support of the OBC
community.

Irani hailed the development in
the region. “Over the last decade,
the BJP government has given
houses to the people under PM
Awas Yojana, a network of the
rouds has been laid dewn connect-

date, Ritesh Pandey, is now con-
tesingon a BIP ticket

Former BSP minister Lalji
Verma is now the SPnominee. The
SP won all five assembly seats in
Ambedkar Nagar in the 2022
assembly polls, but the imprint of
the BSP was clear —all victorious
SPMLAs Ramachal Rajbhar, Lalji
Verma, Tribhuvan Dutt, Ram
Murti Verma and Rakesh Pandey
were once with the BSP

The BSP has fielded Qamar
Hayat Ansari, a 5-year-old former
chairman of Jalalpur Nagar Palika
Parishad in Ambedlar Nagar who

inactivity of the leadership and
increased efforts of rivals mean
thatother than Jatavs, all other SC
sub-castes, including Pasis, Dho-
bis, Koris and Valmikis, have
deserted the BSP,” said Gaumm
Stop 4 (240 km)
Azamgarh

Dominated by Yadav, Muslim and
Dalit communities, Azamgarh is
considered an SP citadel ance rep-
resented by party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav. The BIP
lostin Azamgarh in 204 and 2019
but waon ina shock result in 2022

“The BSP saysitis holding cadre
camps to raise a new group of

lim communities. But on the
ground, there's confusion. “The
leaders whoonce walked with the
blue flag are visiting our house-
halds o seek votes for the cycle

mgthumugesmhdlsmnheadv {SP) symbol,” saicd Ram Babu
quarter Gaurigan;.” Verma,a resident of Amwa village.
Congrt'xmndldaw KLSh"lrrm SP eandidate Lalji Verma said

v was neglected

the Gamlhl family in th: n:gmn unr]r:rlhc BIP goverr and

L tes. The SP holdsall 10
:\sum‘nly segments in the Lok
Sabha scat. Pollingin Azamgarh
will be held on May 25.

“This election is a fight for our
prestige. We lost the bypoll by a
slender margin, We have mobil-
ised our resources to regain the
seal,” says SP leader Azad Neta.

In his rallies this week, Modi
underlined on his development
record and alleged that the 5P was
conspiring to give reservation to

and the development projects  the party has given a ticket toa  tion of the Ram Temple.
launched in Amt‘th\ mlnng und:r defector beeause they know it is “Farher mnsldcrad backward,
former PM Rajiv going to be gh chall RIP  the chap-
Rahul Gandhi. candidate Ritesh Pandey, how-  terofdevelopment,” said BIP can-
But it' s not like rh: BJPdocsnt ever, highlighted m:dwduumm didate and MP Dmesh 1..1I Yadav
and Nirahua,
Onu.'a hub of political activity, ~ the constituency since 2019, Dharmendra Yadav. Nirahua
Bhupati Bhawan Palace on the “Muslims got the benefits of  defeated Dharmendrain 2022,
hi iganj h Located on Rani Ki Sarai-Sarai
wears a deserted look. Former  but polarisati ingof  Mirhighway, ison
MP Sanjay Sinh, known as raja  macdrasas has created suspicion.  Sanjarpur's mind. Mushtaq
saheb, is staying away from the  We are supporting INDIA bloc,”  Ahmed says there is large-scale

campaign. Raja Saheb's defeat in
the 2022 assembly election
shocked us. So, he has maintained

said Meraj Ahmed of Jalalpur.
Ganga Ram Gautam, another
resident of Baskhari, said that

migration from Azamgarh to the
‘Gulf for jobs such as drivers, clean-
ers, electricians, masons and car-
penters. Theremittance from the
migrants runs the economy of the
district.

In Nizamabad, known for its
black pottery, locals say lack of
adequate road access is hurting
the potters. “The town is not con-
nected to the We

racmssm in transporting prod-

From Purvanchal expressway ~ distance,” said Hori Lal.a grain  since Mayawati hived off Ambed-
to Amethi town, the BIP haslaida  merchant. kar Nagar from Faizabad in 1995,
network of roads, said Mohanlal the district has been a BSP strong-
Agrahari, who runs a provision ~ Stop 3 (182km) hald. “She launched a host of
store, But Suresh Tripathi.alocal Ambedkar Nagar development projects, From 1996
(Eﬁ\dEm disagreed and said the ~ The fluttering mass of blue flags ~ to 2004, the BSP won LS polls
road was full icity polesin  here... She in 2004

u{polhulrs Dostpur marks one's entry intoa  after her election to
In Gaurigan, the rebellion of  region where the BSP hashistori-  But the signs of the trouble

cally held sway. The BSP won the

the two local SP lawmakers -
g F i d Maharail

rail

seatin 2019 but its winning candi-

state are clear here as well. “The

IP," said
Palllaumalln a local resident.
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Gun credo missing in

B'khand this election

FACTFILE
einthefourLok Sabha

hepols noross & e
et there
licensed

In this region, guns

are deeply integrated

into local customs
and the feudal
society, with people
often seen carrying

them as a symbol of
power machismo. But

in this election, the
power display is
conspicuous by its

W e
licenced weapons.In total
the quaint religious town

absence in campaign

Haidar Naqvi
Rademaqviahindustantimes com

KANPUR : The parched land of

is significant because till last
elections the guns added an
undeniable ‘oomph factor’ to
the engineering of candidates’

PICFORREFRESENTATION

eir land

comes from Mahoba is a Lodhi
Rajput, has taken a unique
approach while seated on his

RK

Bundelkhand, struggling with campalgns knees in village meets to con-
rty,isas  InHam nectat morei

well known for itsdeep footed  Pushpendraingh Chandeland  In Banda-Chitrakoor,

gun culture as for its history ~ Ajendra Singh of the INDIAlli- ~ Singh Patel (whose name has

and heritage. In the four Lok

ance are employing unconven-

the polls in phase 5, there

one lakh licensed weapons,

0
are  voters.

been associated with slain
dacoit Shiv Kumar Dadua in the
pes) s een o apulog;smg
o ill

the negative publiclity or may

i vllables to by  gun. The

0 bring
out the glamour the guns added
to the political campaigns.

In this reglon, during the
elections it

tomerely

people but caught up with the
holy men too.
In Chitrakoot, he said, 500
s had

ment to have gun in )mndndmg

licenced weapons. In total the
s e

ticularly the Bullt. The other
important aspect was the per-

licenced weapons, more than
Hamirpur having 9.843 such

the typi-

making the entire region with ~ cal

seven districts with the
highest population of
uns.

Here, guns are deeply

ety, with people often
scen carrying them asa
symbol~ of power
machismo.

Butthis election s dif-
ferent the guna or the
big moustachioed m
them are missing from
campaigns altogether. The !

weaponry and ifo-
cusing more on sub-
duedand personable
campaign strategies
10 win over the elect-
orate in a region
‘whereloud display of
power has tradition-
ally ben dominant .

PoLL
WATCH
the sitting MP is
‘moving with just his
officer going door to
nother first in Hamir-
hift pur whlrh has been used to

last used
obehigh oligeand s tme
he has mellow

In his meetings or reaching

the bigger the better, said Aman
Gupta, a journalist.

“Better education. increased
level of awareness and the

welcome change in
tion. The gunsare missing
the electoral action,” he sa

‘nadional direcior general

elec-
rrom

splayed

Patel is keeping his campaign

of fancy for the guns. The
youngster do not have a liking
Tor gunsand they do not wantto

persons helping him.

“These people were well
known figures of the power cir-
cuit, the social media appar-
ently has brought the change,”
said political observer Ram Lal

-

ons,” he said.

Bhanu Sahay who had been
fighting for statehood to Bun-
delkhand said the gun culture
had engulfed the whole region
to the extent that people in this

ve been

making sure cent per cent
depositof w
ormersalhe Bcton Cammie

capons i lines with

hand of trouble-makers and
miscreants,” he sai

B’khand college alumni lock horns in
high-stakes Jhansi election thriller

Haidar Naqvi
=

maguighindustantimes com

JHANSI: The Bundelkhand
Degree College in Jhansi is an
institution that stands out on
the road to politics in the back-
ward Bundelkhand region.

Before the students’ elections
were stopped in Uttar Pradesh,
it was a crucial hub for nurtur-
ing future politicians. Many of
its students went on to become
top-of-the-line politicians from
different political parties, leav-
ing a lasting impact on the
region’s politics.

In the current gcncmunn of
influential politic
four of s students rose
to become members of
parliament (MPs).

BIP's five-time MP
Bhanu Pratap Varma, a
union minister, who is
looking for a sixth term
from Jalaun-Garautha, is
a productof this college.
Another former union
minister Pradeep Jain
Aditya of the Congress, former
MP Chandrapal Yadav of the
Samajwadi Party and sitting MP
of BIP from Jhansi Anurag
Sharma have also come out of
its sprawling campus in Jhansi.

In the 18th general election,
all eyes are on the hotly con-
tested battle for Jhansi-Lalitpur
seat, where two alumni of this
college are vying for victory. In
the high-stake political show-
down, the Congress has fielded
Pradeep Jain Aditya and the BJP
has decided to go with Anurag
P and CEO of
Baidyanath group which makes
Ayurvedic products. Both Jain
and Sharma are alumni of the
same alma mater. Had not the

POILL
WA

8.92 lakh votes or 59.6% of total
votes polled. Shyam Sundar
Yadav of SP polled 4.43 lakh
votes when the BSP was partof
analliance. The bigger question
this time is will Sharma or the
BJP beable to repeat the 2019 as
much has changed on the

The most accurate answers
o these questions would only
begiven by the common people.
In Chirgaon, an elderly man
Bahadur Singh from Poonch
town was asked about the elec-
tions, to which he replied, “We
have just returned from the vil-
Inge; haven't thought about any-

thing yet.” When
asked if he got any

FACTFILE

Jhansi Lok Sabha seat has
fiveassembly
canstituencies of which
Babina, Jhansi city, Lalitpur
and Mahrauni are with the
BJP whileits ally Apna Dal
won the Mauranipur.

In 2019 elections, BIP got
59,6 % votes, the SP-BSP
alliance got 32.6% votes
and Congress could muster
only 63% votes.

B

Jhansi

whichcould gt st 16%
oT‘n! seat

third factor is BSP's Ravi Pra-
kash Kushwaha. Kushwahas are
known for united voting. The
election of Babu Singh Kush-
waha is evidence of this. Addi-
tionally, the traditional Jatav
vote bank of BSP would also
playasignificant role.

Among the issues resonating
in Jhansiis the protest against
the NGT's order to demolish
10,000 houses near Narayan
Bagh. This has led to discontent
among the residents. Land is
being acquired near Raksa for

Industrial Devel-

votes in the 2022 elections,
SP24.9%and BSP157%
followed by Congress,

benefit of government Tnmr All slmng next to

schemes, Ayub, sa

was in thenegative.  good s \xmc 'n.m iepesoctn
‘The BIP's campaign  the Modi government, there is

calls are regular fea-  nohooliganism. Remember my

ture on mobile words: on June 4, Modi will

phones. People say
they get a call at 3
am.In every important
town of this constitu-
ency. In Motihari, Moth,
Poonch, and Chirgaon, the BIP's
campaign is in full swing.

At the bus station, a youth
Gauray Srivastava starts wals
ing BIP video on his mobile
nnergemngrhemmpmgncall

“Everything is one-sided. Our
entire village will vote for the
BIP, it is the party and Modi
matters to us," he asserted.
Chandan Yadav, also sitting
next to him openly discussed
politics. Chandan said, “Look,
Pradeep Jain is fighting a good
clection, if Sharma Ji wins, the
margin will be less. Anurag
doesn'teven meet common peo-
ple. Pradeep Jain will lead from

I'CH

form the government. My fam-
ﬂy wlll vote for Modi till our last

Jmnsl this time is seeing a
triangular contest between
Sharma, Aditya and Ravi Kush-
waha from the BSP. In 2009,
Pradeep won from Jhansi and
became a minister in the UPA

Sharma won in

the OBCs, gamcmarry the
Kushwahasand the

MLA Ramratan Kushwaha had
been demanding a ticket from
the party, but Anurag overshad-
owed him. Many other Kshat-
riya leaders are dissatisfied.
Meanwhile, the challenge for
Congress's Pradeep Jain is the
party’s inactive organization.
They may have to look towards
the Samajwadi Party and its
leader, former MP Chandrapal
adav.

Chandrapal is said to havea
good influence on the Yadav
and Muslim voters, The fight’s

apment Authority. Peopleallege
that they are not getting fair
compensation for their land.
Often, there are protests due to
water scarcity in the city.
lections, BIP got 59.6
% votes, the SP-BSP alliance got
32.6% votes and Congress could
muster only 6.3% votes.

The BJP secured 43.8% votes
in the 2022 elections, SP 24.9%
and BSP 15.7% followed by Con-
gress, which could get just L6%
votes. The seat is dominated by
the OBCs, particularly the Kush-
wahas and the Yadavs. The Jat-
avs also have a considerable
prEstace in certain puck:ls

along with Saharia tril

2019. BSP initially gave a ticket
to Rakesh Kushwaha, then

expelled him from the party.
Ravi Prakash Kushwaha from
Ayodhya was made the candi

j —— being
inaccessible to the common
people and party workers. BIP's
argument is that Jhansi Lok
Sabha is spread over a radius of
180km. A video went viral dur-
ing Holi, in which BIP MLC
Rama Niranjana’s husband RP

15
Kushwaha with Rakesh Kush-
waha, he would have been the
thirdalumnusin this contest. In
other parts of Bundelkhand,

Ayubin
Masjid area of Moth was asked
about the elections, he stepped
outof his shop. “After demone-
tization, only sne-fourth of the
business isleft. Tl

SI. No.Tender Inviting Authority

T LANCO ANPARA POWER LI

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS

Name of work Due date fors

Supply of 1.8 Lakhs Metic

1| LancoAnpara |Ton genous Nen | 20050
al ant
PowerLimited | 5 verea Basis_ through
Indian Railway Wagons.

Tender documen ca be oblained from Fuel Depariment, Gate No_3, Lanc
Power Limied, Sonebhadra, Ultar Pradesh. 231225
Alternatevely, the Tender Documents can aiso be obtained by requesti

the been seen for
4-5 years, would have their
noscs rubbed, This couple is
considered influential in the

thc Banda seat for the INDIA

Ms\slanl professor, political
science of this college RB
Maurya described it as the
brecding ground of pol dane
who became familiar
and downs of politics e
belng active i students union
a
standing of regional pol
dybnamics.
In [hE last elections, Sharma
had registered onc of the most
emphaticwins of 2019-polling

(-al

doesn't support small shop-
eepers.”

Dilip Singh from the adjacent
shop said, “All the schemes of
the BJP are for women. And
‘women won't listen to men this
time, 40% of them will vote for
Modi. We don't know Anurag
Sharma, they will vote for Mod.
the Congress people are strong
inthe Jain community. Women
keep busy with their mobile
phones all day, Modi sends
propaganda, womenare happy
listening to him,"he said.

ople said
that Congress's Pradeep Jain
travelled by scooter and stayed
among the people.
Shyamsundar Yadav, who
fought sgainstSharma n 2019
m SP, has now joined the
5P Herecemed 443 Akl vtts
Shyamsundar was initially seen
with Sharma, butis less visible
now. Former minis n
hasalso left BSP and joined BIP.
Sharma on his part is also
facing challenges from within
the BIP. Due to the influential
Kushwaha voters, Lalitpur's BIP

4
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Curtains down on campaigning, over to the voters now

All arrangements in place for

Lko pledges to vote amidst
musical extravaganza

HT Correspandent.
i

LUCKNOW: As part of the HT
Spentight Flection 3024 initia-
e e voler sl i
the oy, Hindustan Times onge
it A event at Emeraid Mal
in Ashiyana in collaboration
et g Wi thi Luc
Inow Devel
menl Anihority

catu
Sromonr s fun-Ailed

I aenlvitics,

including sing-
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{ CHANGING SPECTRUM }

From bullock carts to
‘mouse’, public connect
witnesses a sea change

Brajendra K Parashar

bkparashar@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW : Circa 1967, the late
chiel minister of Uttar Pradesh,
Kalyan Singh, contested elec-
tions for the first time on a Bhar-
atiya Jana Sangh ticket from the
Atarauli assembly seat. Kalyan
Singh campaigned village to vil-
lage on a bicycle with posters
hanging on it. He was accompa-
nied by supporters who cycled
alongside him, and even bullock
carts were used for campaign-
ing. Kalyan Singh emerged as
winner too.

From intimate door-to-door
public interactions to grandiose
mass rallies, and from bullock
carts, cycles, and the most ram-
shackle jeeps to grand road-
shows comprising luxury vehi-
cles, the political campaigning
and tools employed by candi-
dates for canvassing have under-
gone a sea change in today's
technology-driven era.

In the early years following
Independence, political cam-
paigns relied heavily on grass-
roots mobilisation and personal
connections, Candidates would
traverse villages, mohallas, and
streets in cities, meeting constit-
uents face-to-face, distributing
party caps, banners, flags. clip-
boards, etc., to them, and
addressing their concerns
directly.

Public rallies and meetings by
senior politicians, characterised
by fiery speeches but avoiding
below-the-belt remarks against
rivals, were the cornerstone of
electioneering, drawing crowds
and galvanising support.

The advent of the internet and
social media in the 21st century
is believed to have ushered in a
new era of campaigning, Politi-
cal parties embraced digital plat-
forms as indispensable tools for
reaching voters.

Social media platforms such
as Facebook, X, and WhatsApp
became barttlegrounds for politi-
cal discourse, with parties
deploying targeted messaging,
viral content, online campaigns,
etc., to sway public opinion.

A former minister and Con-
gress party veteran, Satya Dev
Tripathi, said that politics had

Social media plnlformssuch as Facebook, X, and WhatsApp
became battlegrounds for l?ﬂ]lllcﬂl discourse, with pnrlu:s

viral

online

deployingtargeted
etc., tosway public opinion.

changed, and so had the tools of
campaigning. “Earlier, candi-
dates and their supporters used
to go from village to village,
street to street in cities, meeting
voters personally. Local corner
meetings were also organised in
cities to energise voters. But all
this is not often seen these days,”
he said.

Senior Samajwadi Party
leader Rajendra Chaudhary,
recalled how prominent leaders
of that time, including Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and Chaudhary
Charan Singh, addressed corner
meetings in his favour. He him-
sell engaged in door-to-door
campaigning while contesting
from a Ghaziabad assembly seat
as a Janata Dal candidate in the
1970s.

“Corner rallies by senior lead-
ers and door-to-door public con-
tact were the norm and the most
effective methods of canvassing
then and the advent of TV and
later the onslaught of digital and
social media platforms have
totally transformed the tools of
election campaigns in the state
and the country,” he said.

“The door-to-door campaign-
ing was a two-way communica-
tion in which voters were able to
air their grievances and con-
cerns to candidates, and candi-
dates could make their point
face-to-face,” he pointed out.

“What is happening now is
that candidates are relying on
choreographed mass rallies and
road shows, bulk mobile messa-
ges, advertising, etc., trying to
impose their views on voters
without knowing their views,”

PIC FORREPRESENTATION

he added.

However, amidst the prolifer-
ation of digital campaigning, tra-
ditional methods have not been
entirely eclipsed. Door-to-door
canvassing, street corner meet-
ings, and local-level networking
remain integral to winning elec-
tions, especially in rural areas.

Political scientist Shashi Kant
Pandey said that there was no
doubt the digital era had trans-
formed the ways of canvassing,
but the traditional methods were
still employed by some candi-
dates in rural areas, though not
as commonly.

“It is true that door-to-door
canvassing and corner rallies
have ceased to exist as tools of
election campaigning in cities,”
he admitted.

Another political scientist,
Sanjiv Kumar Sharma, said that
campaigning needed to be per-
sonal to be effective. “Poll cam-
paigns are now predominantly
digital, cut off from personal
touch with the voters, and hence
are not that effective in influenc-
ing voters’ choices,” he opined.

The Anna Hazare movement
against corruption in 2013 amply
demonstrated the power of
social media. The BIP under
Narendra Modi was perhaps the
first political party to acknowl-
edge the power of digital tools
and employ them to its advan-
tage.

Later, all other political par-
ties also adapted themselves to
the changing needs of reaching
out to mare people digitally and
through mass rallies and road
shows in less time.
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CITY SCHOOLS
OFFER EXTRA

MARKS, OTHER
INCENTIVES TO
BOOST VOTING

LUCKNOW : Many schools in
Lucknow have come up with an
innovative idea to increase voter
turnout as the state capital goes
to poll on May 20.

Christ Church College has set
up a banner outside the school
announcing 15 marks extra in
the final report card of all stu-
dents whose parents get inked.

Principal Rakesh Chattree
said, “To increase the voter turn-
out, the school has decided to
reward students if their parents
cast their vote on May 20. The
next day, we are having a parent-
teacher meeting where they will
be required to show their fin-
gers. The teachers will maintain
a record of parents who are exer-
cising their franchise. At the end
of the year, these marks will be
awarded to their wards.”

St Joseph Group of Institu-
tions also announced incentives
for students and staff. Students
will receive an extra 10 marks if
their parents cast their vote.

HTC
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5th phase: Polling parties
to be dispatched today

Ajay Kumar

Lucknow: Polling parties in UP
will be dispatched to booths on
Sunday to ensure safe, fair and

peaceful conductof voting sche- ;$. ' H

duled for Monday, in the fifth g§
phase of the Lok Sabha along [
with bypoll for Lucknow East
Assembly seat. Instructions ha- =
ve been issued to all district election officers for timely dis-
patch of polling parties. In the fifth phase, elections will be
held in 14 constituencies, including Mohanlalganj, Luck-
now, CEO Navdeep Rinwa said the polling personnel will be
given medical kits ahead of their departure.
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Officials inform voters about
website to help with poll info

Times News Network

Lucknow: Voters can now ac-
cess information about their
polling stations with just one
click on the website: wwwhbo-
othlocation.in. This was sha-
red at a voler awareness event
organised by district admini-
stration on Saturday.

District election officer Su-
ryapal Gangwar said the web-
site is designed to streamline
the voting process. The event
witnessed participation from
representatives of RWAs and
welfare committees. To boost
voter turnout, LDA will hono-
ur RWAs and welfare commit-
tees of colonies and high-rise
societies that achieve high par-
ticipation rates. Divisional
commissioner Roshan Jacob
said, “We should reverse the
perception that educated socie
ties are indifferent to voting.”

Municipal commissioner
Inderjit Singh highlighted the

» Voters can now access all info
about their polling stns, location,
voter lists & slips via website
www.boothlocation.in

» To increase voter turmout,

LDA will honour societies with
highest participation

» Various arrangements,
including basic amenities of
toilet and drinking water, have

FACILITATING VOTERS

» For ease of voters,
pvt vehicles would be
permitted within 100
metres of polling stns

i

been made at each polling centre | » Arrangements of

» 14 model polling stns have e-rickshaws have also been

been established within major made for elderly, pregnant

residential complexes women, and disabled voters
arrangements made at booths residential complexes, allo-

toensure asmooth voting expe-
rience - including basicameni-
ties like toilets, drinking water,
shade, and seating arrange-
mentsat each polling centre,
LDA VC Indramani Tripat-
hi said 14 model polling sta-
tions have been set up in major

wing residents to vote within
their premises. Private vehi-
cles would be permitted within
100 metresof pollingstationsto
ease aecess. RTO has arranged
e-rickshaws to facilitate trans-
port for elderly, pregnant wo-
men, and disabled.

10
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Z9k-cr seizures during polls so
far, 2.5x than in 2019 elections

Drugs Account
For 45% And
‘Freebies’ 23%,
EC Data Shows

Dipak.DashEtimesgroup.com
New Delhi: In the two
months sinee the announce-
ment of Lok Sabha election
dates, enforcement agen-
cles have seized nearly Rs
8,000 crore worth of cash, Li-
quor, drugs, preclous met-
als and ‘frechies’ from
across the country This
amount is more than two
and a hall times the total
seizures
(Rs3 475 crore)made during
the entire 2019 LS elections.

‘With three more rounds
of polling scheduled for
over the next two weeks,
the total value of seizures
during this general elec-
tions is expected to rise.

According to Election
Commission data released
on Saturday, out of the total
Rs 8,889 crore worth of sei-
zures, drugs and narcotics
accounted for approximate-
ly 45%, followed by ‘free-
bies' at 23% and precious
metals at 14% . The agencies
havealsoseized Rs#8crore
in cash and around 5.4 crore
litres of liquor worth Rs 815
CToTe,

Among all states and
UTs, seizure in Gujarat in
value terms was maximum.
at around Rs 1462 crore,
mainly on account of a e
cent joint operation by Guj-
arat ATS, Narcotics Control
Burean and Indian Coast
Guard which led to three
high-value seizures of
drugs worth R5 822 crore.
Rajasthan ranks segond in
the list. where maximum
‘freebies” Wortharound Rs
757 crove wereseized by the
agencies,

The Election Commis-
sion gaimed these polls
have witnessed a series of

actions against
the menace of drugs. Apart
from Gujarat, Maharashtra
and Delhi have also report-
ed
safzures of drugs. On April
I, Noida Pollee busted a
drugfactory in Greater Noi-

TARGETED ACTION

Soure: ETI, Data till May 18, 204

Al figuares ire i X ;.

Drugs

(value) (Value) value
Gujarat Rajasthan Gujarat
11878 195 756.8 14617
2 Karnataka WestBengal  Punjab  Maharashtra MA@ papacihan
926 904 6657 188.2 Pradesh L1338
3 Delhi Telangana Deli Andhra Kamataka  Punjab
90.8 763 358.4 Pradesh 162 7345
426
4 m UHar  [ymilNadu  Gujarat  WestBengal Maharashtra
i iy 3309 1286 1495 5858
5 Maharashtra Maharashtra Maharashtra  Tamil Nadu Odisha Delhi
s

2835 999 6533
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EC sends 2 notices to Bengal BJP
chief over ads, chides TMC neta

Temes News Netwoas

New Delhi: Election Com-
mission Saturday issued two
showcause notices to West
Bengal BJP chief Sukanta
Majumdar over advertise-
ments argeting Trinamon]
Congress. Tnan another de-
velopment, the poll panel
censured. TMC leader Hu-
mavun Kabir for allegedly
threatening voters and rival
partyworkers through state-
ments based on religious

EC sent notices to the
state BJP chiel after receiv-
ing complaints of the party
putting out two advertise-
ments targeting TMC and at-
tacking CM Mamata Baner-
Jjee. The poll panel has sought
Majumdar’s response by 5
pm May 21 on why these
should not be treated as vio-
lative of model code of con-

ductand its advisory o polit-
ical parties,

Trinamoal Congress had
complained to the EC that
BJP advertisements in some
regional newspapers were
highly derogatory, false, and
appealed to voters to vote on
religious grounds. Accord-
ing to the English transcript
provided in the notices, one
advertisement is titled “Tri-
namool is root cause of cor-
ruption’ while the other is ti-
tled ‘Anti-Sanatan  Trina-
moal'.

The first BJP advertise-
ment alleged that the state
has become a “cradle of cor-
ruption” due to the state govt
and it was playing with lives
of examinees and the entire
education system. It had also
mentioned “coal and cattle
smugglers bhaipo (referring
to Mamata's nephew Abh-
ishek Banerjee) and Keshia

(referring to Trinamool lead-
er Anubrata Mondal) are be-
ing shielded by the CM her-
solf™

While delivering a
speech in the Kazipara area
of Bengal's Murshidabad
district, Humayvun Kabir
had threatened voters and
workers
of rival parties and the EC
believes that his remarks
sought to create religious
divide. The poll authority
said it is convineed that he
made the statement and
thusviolated the provisions
of the model code of con-
duct.

Responding to the show-
cause notiop issoed to himon
May 10, Kabir said his re
marks were deliberately tak-
en in isolation to make it
seem as a threat and a viola-
tion
of the model codeof conduct.

da from where 26.7 kg of
MDMA drug valued at Rs
150 crore was seized and two
foreigners were arrested.
“The seizures in other co-
horts have equally been im-
pressive and surpasses the
entireseizuresof 2019 parlia-
mentary elections by a big
margin... Enhanced vigil
against inducements includ-

ing drugs and psychotropic
substanees has resulted in
big seizure actions and con-
tinuous surge. Drugseizures
have been maximum,” said
the poll body. As per the EC,
analysis of data shows that
states and UTs which used to
be ‘transit zones’
are increasingly becoming
“consumption territories’.

In terms of illegal move-
mentaf lguor Karntaka tops
the list where around L5 crore
litres of liquor were seized,
followed by Maharashtrm (ap-
proximately 62 lakh litres). In
sefmure of cash, Telangana
leads among states and Union
Territories with Rs 114 crore,
followed by Karnataka (Rs 92
crore),

11
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~No ban on electro-homeopathy practice: HC

Tires News Nerwoss

Lucknow: The Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad high
eotrt has ruled that there is
na ban on practice of’ electro-
homeopathy as an alternati
ve therapy nor Is there any
restriction on issuance of
certificate forstudy of thissy
stom of medicine, but no deg-
res ol diplomacan be granted
by any institution for want of

Twin suicide: HC rejects bail plea of BSP MP

Lucknow: The Lucknow bench of Allahabad High Court on
Friday rejected bail plea of BSP MP Atul Kumar Singh alias Atul
Rai in connection with the case inwhich a rape survivor and her
friend had committed sulcide in front of the Supreme Court.
Earlier, Rai had on Jan 29, got interim bail on health grounds. But
while hearing his regular bail plea, bench declined him bail s

statutory rules inthisregard.  practising electro-homeopat-
The bench, however, spe-  hy cannot write 'doctor” as
cifically warned that those prefix to their name. The

bench further directed the
stale government not to inter-
fere with the practitioners af
this alternative therapy un
leess it frames rules for its re-
eulntions.

A bench af Justices Vivek
Chaundhary and OP Shukla
passed the verdict on o writ
petition filed in 2009 by two
men who practice electro-ho-
meapathy  in Hardod and
Ayodiva.

12
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Star-studded lineup
for tomorrow’s vote

beable 10 repeal CAA)” Modi
RAJESH KUMAR g NEW DELHI n..nm,:d INDIA ' Bloc
ealers.
me santustike -t On the other Il.....l.m;r::
Congress  and |
0. s ﬂ = ) urrsu..zm.];.ma‘#z:o-
tting o send itam Lalla 1o ‘SHamaM, Maghvan, that if the B]P wins s, |
teat again and Prime Minister o they change the Consttution
Narenirs Modts retimen: ] i e R B £ o]
P i accrappint of | Gl & Kasher 1~ | Baramula m“‘ naised the mu_ofi
Cienship Amen ~ s reticement age saying
e ey dominaied | LABNRN |y ™ it St will be Bt P
o S e B Lo | MBI mPWmnm e
se of k. Y
b e e o Moy 2 s, Mum ot Wes, - st
The political \.‘u ul[}ihlml\ mmmmg:ﬂm* Sabha mmhm oy mﬂ}Jz
Gandhi, Smiriti Irani, Chirag Central, L Pradesh will be one of o
e J;n-u;h oo i South mast wmh;u seats in -l:
Rajnath ,  Singh, mar fth phase of voting,
bl sl \“‘;GT'- Odsha § m_wmum - the ufmilu;rﬁ::' o the
n " I e Congress wil o
Rudy ‘Mohaniaigany (SC), Lucknow, fituency against sitting
r'm; p A, Rag ‘sc!.ﬂhm- i | P and Unien Minister
phuse in 49 constituencies Hammiepu, Bands, Kaushamb (SC). | sorcir frani
spread across cight Statcs Baraban (5C), Fazabad, The Ameth constituency,
Union 'rmimzl.h.eiz Kaisaigan, Ganda %m in 1967 £
The voting will begin at 7 am ! imitation
Monday and conclude 316 | est 7 fangaan, Earrackpors, Howran, seats,  encompasses five
::\. This '|th will witness - Uhiberia, Seerampare. Hooghly, _“,:,,,Hy qﬁnm Tillod,
vater pmlnp.lu(ﬂ )I'r‘\:r}\‘ 4 Arambagh Salan, Jugdishpur, Gaurigan),
s in Utlar Pradesh, 13 in T Koderma, Hazar nd Amethi
Miharashira, seven i West | dandant & o g I

al, five in Bihar, five in
Ohdisha, three in

Tharkhand,

Congress, accusing it of Phase 5 of the Lok Sabha

has
ol g M 11

Sharma a5 its  candidste

5 Member of
indul elections, Madi asked, “Koi against the sitting
;&lw‘;‘r - a.mi “'rih;mth‘:lpnpgnlml:l maal ka I|:lh|aldn :u 'h:ll:n mﬂ;ﬁr}ﬁ;ﬂm
. \ nd CAA ko khatam kar sakia [
Ladakh. Political and plotting o send i s o
a0 e e e iy B
Lk 1ok Modi, ssid e has _the CAAF bk takat hothi Tran, Sharma has played
m‘“’é;‘;" nd  the resolved t0 free India hn:]. hai nhrh ::nl :- m:lmms Soogrte
.‘ i the from the biggest model of maldsn me hun, tum bhi s 5 ad
— \!\:lemr‘:mrd the  corruption, appeasement and uu.hhn_ nhﬂ.nﬁ((-r\a\nﬂ- |m|mmﬂ|fta‘jl ,;IUM;:'“T;
inge of CAA, Musin ' dysasc prikicn i poge (patber il the vy i he Ameti
Cemcst, Mo Ao public rally i srength you want, | am here, Sabha :muh—'
ggnwm and attacked the  Uttar Pradesh’s Lalganj ahead  you are also here. You won't M |

HIER T3 @ A

Star-_sfu

1 Page 1
¢ Bahjan Samajwadi
(BSP) has \n‘:::d N}:II:I:I
m Chauban a3 their
candidate from Amethi. The
ty hopes thas Chauhan will
able 10 garner the OBC
\lhns‘a community voles,
which s a significant segment
in the constituency. Amethi
has historically been a bastion
- ofthe Congress, as it has
lost this sgt aﬁﬂm. in
1977, 1998, and wecently in
s,
Ending weeks of sus) on
the last day of ling of
nominations for the Rae
Barels Lok
constituency,
announced  Rahul s
«candidate. The decision put to
rest rumsours that his- sister
and party general secretan,
Privanks  Gandhi
wiuld be the one 1o replace
their mather Sonia from the
ity stronghald.
E"‘h mave to fiekd Rahal from
Rae Barcli instead of Amethi -
his former bastion_- 1ok
many by surprise. Meanwhile,
the BJF has nominated three.
fime  Member of the
Legislative  Assembly and
farmer  Congress member
Dinesh Pratap Singh as its
Lok Ssbha candidate from the
comstituency. The Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP), contestin
all Lok A seals in l.'ll%
Independently in the 2024
pene named
Thakur Prasad Yadav as its
candidate from Rae Bareli,
Yadav, who unsuccessfully
contested the UP Vidhan
Sabha elections in 2017 and
2022, will make his debut in
the bower house of Parllament
‘with this candidacy.
The Hajlpur Lok Sabha
conslituency  in  Hihar,

adjacent to Patna, is one of the
Stale's 40 parliameniary seats
and COMPrises Six e
segments. Hujipur has
the political b.mndu*m
Ram Vilas Paswan, whe hails
froms this region.
Paswan’s
was  evident  from  his
remughable record of victory
hiere, F been elected asa
Parliament (MP)
from Mgipur i impresive
eight Limes.In 1f apoomi
elections, Ram Vilas Fma:%
som, Lok lashakei Party (1)
leadey «Chirag Paswan, and
lanata Dals (RJD)
Shiv dra Ram will face
stlf competition
Ladskh Lok  sabha
comstituency, the largest in
the country in terms of srea,
will be privy to the first major
electoral contest after it was
carved oul of Jammu and
it and granted Union
Territory status in 209,
will vote on May 20,
What was initially twuted to
be & two-way fight, & direct
cotilest between the BIP and
the  Congress,  the
parliamentary seat s now 3
three-corner fight with an
allisnce  of local Broups
felding an Ind o

AT OTCWMOANN NI

1 3 MAI

R

udded lineup...

Parliament Tamyang
g N;

ing incumbent Menber
Teplacing

Tseriny

The Congress has put forth

has
dinched victory in the
Ladakh constituency on six

DCcasions.  As er  an
Agreement with the ?Il:. they
have  nomi i

Namgyal,

Leader of the Opposition in
the LAHDC, both of which
are constituents of the INDIA |
Bloc and

the Leh Apex Bod
For Karan Bhushan SlnggL
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
will be a hattle of nerves, The
Kuiserganj Lok  Sabha
constitiency in Uttar Pradesh
is one of State’s B0 Lok
Sabha  constimencies, [t
comprises fve Vidhan Sabha
seats, including P,
€T

Colonclgani, and
and Is scheduled for polling in
the fifth El.-linn uayx:.
i g

challenge the national parties.
Over the last few months,
Ladakh witnessed wides
shutdown a5 thousands
participated  In  marches,
P\'n. for Statehood and
constitutional  protections
under the sixth schedule for
the Union Territory, For the
2024 Lok Sabha elections, the
BIP has nominated Tashi
Gyalson, the chief evecutive
councillar-cum-chairman of
the Ladakh Aunmomu;‘ Hill
Development. Council (Leh),
4 its candidate for the seat,

has  witnessed  alternating
periods of dominance
various parties, with the
currently
momenlum after winning the
last two Lok Sabha elections
in 2004 and 2019,
According 1o the Election
Commission, 695 candidates
are in the fray for the fifith
phase of palling, This count
emerged afler scrutinisi
;.':“ m?;‘:huinn forms ﬁJ:g[
the fifth phase, 749 o
deemed valid
after the May 3 deadline, -
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Observer explains accounting of pol expenaes
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"I‘*ht cVIGHL app, launched
by the  Election

Commission of India, has
o to b d powerful ool
citizens 1o repori election
code violations during the
Lak Sabha polls of 2024 with
all beast 4.24 lakh mur:runn
d in o it as of May 15,
since the start aF the
General Election,
The complaints ranged from
unauthorized ¢ igning to
the misuse of loudspeakers,
comveys withdul permission,
and the dissemination of rel]-
[ gismis or communal speechis
i election code violations.
With the EC dispesing off 95,9
rcent of the complains
irlng!hr the app has
in be a powerful tool
citizens o report election
coide vinlations
Al beast, 9.9 per cent of cases
have abready disposed of
EE:{:J tap clection authority,

¢ o ried
vindations hﬂrnm
ke
h nften
location within minutes, The

Pioneer

app has been instrumental in
a ing various malprac-
tices such as putting up
posters/banners without per-
mission (324 lakhs) onay.
ampaigning (4742
complaints), :F:mun of loud-
I?ﬂ {28H3), . ement
al propertyl 4023
farms n?ﬁ

of
complaints underséores the
effectivens uf:l' tech
in ensur r irans-
pareat :,'lﬂ'hnﬁl-
cial from the Commission_

“Oul of these 423,908 couy-
Plaints have been of
and the TEmining Cases
are under process. Nearl

Y L'tllT?:Hlu WERE
within a 100 minwtes timeling,

a ise by ECI firm
hr]l;l. “Citizens have ysed Ihl:r
APP for checking edecroral
ma ices i usef huhfd'
speakeri bey Prescri
me ar noise bevels, cam-

i during ban periodd,
W&unn;ﬂ_ of 5

idation and in checking

4.24 lakh poll complaints on
CVIGIL app reported so far

inducements,” said the offi
cinl,

The cVigil is a user-friendly
and easy to operate -
tion, which uuunxnwﬂﬁhnt
cltizens with the District
Control Room, Returni
Officer and Flying Equrg
Teams. Brmirlgdﬂsépp.ﬂu
citizens can immediately
repart on incldents of paliti-
el misconduct within min.
utes and without having to
rush to the affice of the
returning officer,

“As soon as the complaint is
sent on the ¢Vigil app, the
tw: will receive a
unbigue [0 through which the
persan will be to track
the complaint on their
meobitle.” explained the afficial.
A trimity of factors worki
simultancousty makes cVIG
4 success. Users captare
audios, photos or videns in
real-time, and a *100- mingte”
countdown for time-bound
response 1o complaints is
efsured

The :pplnl-ltl-llinlgr enables

¥ i‘&ml feature as svon

user switches an their
camera in the cVIGIL LU
report a vislation,
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